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| HAVE A WATCH, BUT NO TIME!

Welcome to September, 2008! When | think of Septem-
ber, I think of the first day of school when | was about a
dozen years old. Just two blocks from my home, Clay-
ton Elementary School was a two-story dark red brick
box with tall green wood framed windows. | remember
walking up the wide, worn front steps into the cavern-
ous main hallway and making my way to the second
floor, Room 206. The hardwood floor squeaked when |
sat behind one of the desks. As | swiveled the round
glass inkwell, filled with dark blue ink, in its hole in the
desktop, the woman at the front of the room stood and
spoke. “Good morning. My name is Miss Young. | will
be your homeroom teacher. | want us to get to know
each other, so, when | call your name, please stand,
introduce yourself and briefly tell the class one exciting
thing you did this summer.”

Exciting thing? There were so many. | rode in the new
stainless steel diesel Streamliner from Pittsburgh to
Detroit without adult supervision and had fun with
Michigan relatives and friends. | rode in my uncle’s
Willy’s Jeep to West Virginia and spent a week playing
by the big Tigart Lake Dam. | pumped “tons” of grape
jelly into freshly baked donuts at Uncle George’s bak-
ery shop. That was fun, but the most fun | had that
summer was making a scooter using a two-by-four, a
wooden melon crate, two small sticks, and an old roller
skate. | scooted down the steep hill in front of our home
at least six times before the thing collapsed and | had
to start all over again. My buddies though it was great.
That was fun!

Things are different today. Air travel saves time. For-
getting the price of gasoline, it's more fun and efficient
driving in the family SUV (with built-in TV, video games
and stereo) to a summer resort than bumping along on
a narrow road to a lake. It certainly is more gratifying
eating jelly donuts than stuffing jelly into donuts! There
is such little time. Why waste it on building a scooter
from junk when a slick, foldable aluminum “Razor” can
be purchased at Wal-Mart for about $307? (For a few
seconds, I'd be the envy of the neighborhood!) There is
so little of it that we had better use our time wisely,
right?

(Continued on Page 4)

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Communion Sunday, September 7
9:00 a.m. Choir Practice (S)
9:40 a.m. Communion Servers Practice

10:00 a.m. Sunday School resumes
Holy Communion
“Just a Little of You Can Flavor the World”
Psalm 119:33-40, Matthew 18:15-20

10:20 Youth Group (Rm 7)
11:30 a.m. CE (Fireside Room)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, September 14
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“Forgiveness: an Attitude, a Way of Life,
a Matter of the Heart ”
Psalm 103:1-13, Matthew 18:21-35

10:20 Youth Group (Room 7)
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Committee (Jenks Hall)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, September 21
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“Mumble, Mumble, Mumble!”’
Exodus 16:2-15, Matthew 20:1-16

10:20 Youth Group (Room 7)
11:15 Mission Room Sale (JH)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, September 28
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“We All Have Trouble Dealing With the New”
Psalm 25:1-8, Matthew 21:23-32

10:20 Youth Group (Room 7)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

THE DEADLINE for the October issue of the
Community Beacon is September 10. Please
email your articles, reports and news to the
church office or call to have space saved.
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Presbyterian Women
September Circle Meetings

Joy Circle
Tuesday, Sept. 2 at 7 pm
at the home of Dorothy Ernst
Mary Martha
Thursday, Sept. 4 at 9:30 am (JH)
Morning Glory
Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 9:30 am (JH)
Faithweavers
Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 7 pm (FR)
PWCT (Officers)
Monday, Sept. 22 at 1 pm (FR)

p>¢  Operation
2 ¢ Christmas Child

s Sumuriny A PFROJECT of SAMARITANT PURSE

Christmas is coming and Presbyte-
rian Women are sponsoring an ex-
citing Christmas project this year.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
helps bring joy to children in this
country and around the world. This
program distributes shoeboxes
filed with small toys, books, neces-
sities and anything else that might
brighten the life of children who
have very little. Brochures with ad-
ditional information an suggestions
will be available. You may bring
filled shoeboxes to church from
now until Sunday, November 16.
We suggest using inexpensive
plastic shoe boxes, if possible, so
that the children well be able to
keep them for other uses.

If you are able to do so, please make
a donation of $7.00 along with each
box to cover the cost of mailing.

Operation Christmas Child was
started in 1993 and has since pro-

vided boxes to millions of boys and
girls in over 120 countries. These
little shoeboxes open doors to in-
troduce children to Jesus Christ
through booklets written in their
language and follow-up children’s
Bible study programs.

Please join in this fun and richly
rewarding project!

Barbara #a&t/)gw

End-of-Summer-Sale

The Mission Room will r‘\a‘yg na
little "end of summer S‘at?e\
September 21 |mmed|a ° ythe
following worsh S08 o in
ei .
S?f\tz t2pecia\ty items and edﬂ\ii
9 oc;dies.” Proceeds from sa
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Ann Young is recuperating from
emergency abdominal surgery at a
care facility. Please pray that Ann
soon gains strength and weight.

Ginny McCormick spent her birth-
day (Aug 12) in the hospital for tests
which wasn’t much fun. Thankfully,
tests showed that her heart and
head are fine, but she can’t be
jumping up and down anymore, SO
we’ll have to help her slow down.

Gayle Thornton is recuperating
with a broken foot at Gordon Lane
Care Center in Fullerton. We wish
Gayle a speedy recovery!

And some happy news...

Donna Theeck is proud to an-
nounce that she has 3 grandchil-
dren and a daughter going to col-
lege in the fall! Grandson Miles
Bruner will be a Junior at Whittier
College, granddaughter Amanda
Theeck will be a Freshman at Red-
lands University, grandson Josh
Bruner will be a Freshman at Fuller-
ton Community College and daugh-
ter Jane Bruner will continue her
education at Fullerton C.C. Their
Dad and Grandpa Marvin would be
so proud.

Entertainment Books are available
from Fran Tyler in September. Pro-
ceeds will be given to Child Evan-
gelism Fellowship.

Need A Little Help Now and Then?
ned\‘\O Do you need a ride to the grocery store? Is it hard to reach the

light bulb that needs changing? Do you need a little muscle to
move a piece of furniture? Is the faucet still leaking? Would it be nice to
have someone to come over and read to you occasionally?

We have church members who are willing to do these things to help you.
We can also refer you to reliable trades people if that is what you need. All
you have to do is call a member of the Caring Connections committee and
they'll make the arrangements. Caring Connections is a session-approved
service provided by the church to connect you with the help you need.

Committee Members: Evelyn Anderson, Don Douglas, Anne Fichtel, Bev-
erly Franck, Ann Hampton, Barbara Hastings, Norma Johnson, Ginny
McCormick, Betty Morelock and Judy Roberts




Page 2

The Community Beacon

MUSIC NOTES..* & 1

This is the time to check out Chan-
cel Choir! Our annual retreat is Sat-
urday, Sept. 6 from 9-12, and the
following day is our first Sunday
back. The retreat gives us a head
start on our fall music, as well as the
music for Christmas. Come and
minister with us!

We as a congregation have been
learning "The Heart Of Worship, "
by Matt Redman. | recently looked
up the history of this tender praise
ballad and discovered that in the
1990's, his church in England was
struggling to find meaning amidst
the numerous praise songs that
were being written at the time.

“There was a dynamic missing, so
the pastor did a pretty brave thing,”
Redman recalls. “He decided to get
rid of the sound system and band
for a season, and we gathered to-
gether with just our voices. His point
was that we’d lost our way in wor-
ship, and the way to get back to the
heart would be to strip everything
away.”

Reminding his church family to be
producers in worship, not just con-
sumers, the pastor, Mike Pilavachi,
asked, “When you come through the
doors on a Sunday, what are you
bringing as your offering to God?”

Matt says the question initially led to
some embarrassing silence, but
eventually people broke into a cap-
pella songs and heartfelt prayers,
encountering God in a fresh way.

“Before long, we reintroduced the
musicians and sound system, as
we’d gained a new perspective that
worship is all about Jesus, and He
commands a response in the depths
of our souls no matter what the cir-
cumstance and setting. ‘The Heart
of Worship’ simply describes what
occurred.”

When the music fades, all is
stripped away, and | simply come /

Longing just to bring something
that’s of worth that will bless your
heart... / I'm coming back to the
heart of worship, and it’s all about
You, Jesus

Redman remembers writing the
song quickly in his bedroom soon
after the church’s journey together,
with no grand intentions, by any
means, for it to become an interna-
tional anthem. He viewed the words
simply as his personal, subjective
response to what he was learning
about worship.

May God empower and bless our
church with fresh authenticity and
renewal as we enter a new season
of worship and praise.

In Christ Alone,

Debbre fa«/&‘

Director of Music Ministries

Bring the far)rzlily;\bringk a friend
to the Fall
Fellowship Dinners
Wednesdays at 6 pm

in Jenks Hall

September 17, 2008

Baked Ham, Cheesy Potatoes
Sunshine Salad, Vegetable
Bread and Dessert

October 15, 2008
Menu to be announced
November 19, 2008
Thankfulness Dinner

Fellowship provides Turkey,
Dressing, Potatoes and Gravy

Member provide Side Dishes
and Desserts

Sostumler Proyn £t

Please help your Deacons care%/i igor
their flocks by remembering the following
people in your prayers.

September 7, 2008
Doris Hoyes
Thomas & Debbie Gault
Sally Harwell
Bill & Sue Hockerson

September 14, 2008
Lillian Jarrett
Elva Kirkland
Paul & Susan Little
Gene & Rita Mecherikoff

September 21, 2008

Cindy Kent

Lorrie Larson

Ginny McCormick

Barry & Frankie Johnston

September 28, 2008
Jerry & Janice Laiblin
Frank & Marge McCarty
Dianne Miller
Tina Newgent
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(Continued from Page 1)

It was Gerhard Geschwandtner
who once said, “In primitive soci-
ety no one has a watch, but eve-
ryone has time. In advanced so-
cieties, everyone has a watch,
but no one has any time.”

Today, most folks | know feel like
they don’t have enough time each
day to do all the things they are
expected to do. A time manage-
ment seminar speaker recently
pointed out how the average per-
son will waste many hours in the
span of a normal life. During your
lifetime, you will probably spend
eight months opening junk mail,
six months sitting at stoplights,
one year searching for misplaced
objects, two years trying to return
phone calls to people who never
seem to be in, and five years
standing in line.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said,
“One of the illusions of life is that
the present hour is not the critical,
decisive hour. Write it on your
heart that every day is the best
day of the year.” Taking a cue
from Emerson, we would probably
get more accomplished by realiz-
ing that every minute represents
an eternal investment of our lives
and the lives of others.

Do “time thieves” pop up through-
out your day? Ask God to show
you during what times of the day
you are more likely to succumb to
these thieves. Value each mo-
ment as a gift from the Lord.
“Teach us to count our days
aright, that we may gain a wise
heart” (Psalm 90:12 NRSV).

Bless your heart, liffi‘@
G

Bob g

Dr. Robert T . Cassell |
Interim Pastor

A Prayer for Perspective

A prayer written for use during
the Jewish New Year
(September 30-October 1) is
pertinent for Christians, too:

Eternal God, Grant us gratitude
enough to look backward and
be thankful; courage enough to
look forward and be hopeful;
faith enough to look upward
and be humble; kindness
enough to look outward and be
helpful. Amen.

Prayer Chains

If you would like to be a participant
in our email prayer chain, please
be sure to give your correct
address to Donna at
dtheeck@att.net, especially if you
change your email address. That’s
Theeck, t-h-e-e-c-k.

We also have a telephone prayer
chain to meet urgent prayer
needs. Call Joanie Hilleary if you
or your loved one needs immedi-
ate prayer. Joanie will begin the
Presbyterian Women prayer
chains.

Please call the church office to
add your name (and later delete
your name) from the Sunday bulle-
tin prayer list.

If you need a little
help putting together
your wooden scooter,
give me a call!

Q)

D.I.G.G.s

Disciples in God’s Grace

Even though summer has
ended and school has started,
the fun continues at CPCLM!

Bring a friend to youth
group
Fridays 6-8 pm
in the Youth Room (Room 7)

Gene & Tarak Petrone

Directors, Youth Ministries

YOUR
NAMETAG

has a number printed on the
back. This indicates the row (a
letter) and slot (a number)
where your nametag is as-
signed storage space. If you
will put it back in the same
place every time, it will be
easy to find the next Sunday.

Classes are
Filled!

Pat Hawkinson and
her teachers must be
doing something right!
Our four Community
Presbyterian Church
Preschool classes are filled to ca-
pacity. That means 14 children
and 2 teachers in each classroom.

—

; v Wie

Children will drop by for a brief
visit on Friday, September 5 from
10 to Noon and begin full morning
classes at 9 am on Monday, Sep-
tember 8.
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