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CLIMBING UP INTO THE HEART OF GOD

“L et us therefore approach the throne of grace
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4.:16).

Where were you Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001?
Do you remember your reaction to the news that terrorists
had crashed hijacked jet aircraft into the Twin Towers of
the World Trade Center in Manhattan and into the Penta-
gon, and that a fourth plane had crashed in Pennsylvania?
Where were you when the news came about another hurri-
cane devastating Gulf Coast states? Where were you Fri-
day, September 12, when the news came about the tragic
collision of the freight and Metrolink trains?

My initial response to what | heard on the radio and saw
on TV was shock, horror and disbelief. | began to pray. At
first, | don’t recall saying words. | just felt my spirit im-
pacted by pain and loss and death, and by destruction so
devastating that its smoke, water and dust choked the
heart of all sane humanity. My pain became my prayer. It
took a while for words of intercession to follow. God felt my
prayer. God understood. What about you?

Our first response when tragedy strikes is usually to pray.
Often, however, our prayer becomes a feeble attempt to
pray away the pain or pray that tragedy will never happen
again. But how can we pray beyond the fear and shock,
beyond the most obvious needs, for the outpouring of the
healing love and justice of Jesus Christ?

As you struggle to make sense out of horrific situations, let
me suggest that you use the prayer points suggested by
Sandra Higley and Lani Hinkle ("Praying for Senseless
Tragedies.") as a springboard for your own prayer.

Praise

«Though it is difficult, start with praise. Focus on God's
character. Praise God for having ultimate control over all,
and that nothing takes God by surprise (Isaiah 45:5-7).

Petition/Intercession

« Ask God to use the situation to bring unprecedented
spiritual openness to people affected by the tragedy,
and ask that God'’s face is shown to them.

« Ask God to bless the ministry that will be thrust upon
people of faith and the communities affected by the trag-
edy. Ask God to empower them with a powerful
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Welcome to Worship

World Communion Sunday, October 5
9:00 a.m. New Adult Class, “Hidden Scriptures” (FR)
9:40 a.m. Communion Servers Practice
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion and Sunday School
“We are Only Tenants ”
Isaiah 5:1-7, Matthew 21:33-46
11:30 a.m. CE (Fireside Room)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, October 12
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School, Guest Preacher
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Committee (Jenks Hall)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, October 19
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“Worshippers in Training”
Psalm 24:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, October 26
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“Following Jesus, Learning to Love”
Psalm 1, Matthew 22:3-46
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Celebrate World Communion
Sunday on October 5, 2008 2

In 1933, a Pittsburgh pastor, Hughné
T. Kerr, had a unique idea. What if1’
churches all around the world cele-
brated Holy Communion on the same Sunday?
When contacting leaders of various denomina-
tions worldwide, his idea was met with such
warm enthusiasm that celebrating the sacra-
ment on the first Sunday of October is now an
annual affair. It unites Christians throughout the
world, or in the words of the popular hymn: In
Christ there is no east or west, In Him no south
or north; But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide earth. Join with peo-
ple from the four corners of the world to gather
together in answer to Christ's invitation, 'This do
in remembrance of me.’




