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Essential Qualities of a Church Alive

“Unless the Lord builds the House,
they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1).

| want to talk to you about church growth. This is an
especially relevant topic for our congregation as we
look forward to the coming of a new installed pastor.
Some of you have asked me: “Are we ready for a new
pastor?” “Will our new pastor help us grow?” “Are we
a healthy congregation, faithful to the vision God is
giving us for ministry?”

Good questions! | wish there were simple answers,
but to stimulate your thinking, let me share some in-
sights from an article written by Bob Russell and Rusty
Russell entitled “When God Builds a Church.” | have
summarized the themes with you and CPCLM in mind.

Church growth cannot be reduced to some simplistic
formula. There are times when the increase in a con-
gregation cannot be explained in any way except to
state that it is alive. For churches, being alive is a
function of carrying out the assignments that God has
given. Whether large or small, vibrant churches share
a number of qualities:

Truth. Living churches teach truth from God’s Word
and train people to apply it to their lives. How well is
truth communicated through our worship services, ser-
mons, Sunday School classes, Bible Studies, fellow-
ship events, and mission outreach? How do these
experiences help you make practical applications of
Truth?

Worship. Worship isn’t about music and singing. It's
about bringing people into God’s throne room. Effec-
tive worship leaders exhibit the sincerity, integrity, hu-
mility, and leadership ability to draw others into the
Lord’s presence. Do you come into the Lord’s pres-
ence in worship?

Leadership. Churches are hungry for leaders who
are dedicated and Christ-centered and who inspire
parishioners with a vision of what God wants for their
lives. Great leaders are those who invest themselves
in others and multiply leadership in their congregation.
Are your leadership skills being identified and nurtured

and used in ministry?
(Continued on page 2)

Welcome to Worship

Communion Sunday, June 1
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (FR)
9:40 a.m. Communion Servers Practice
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
“The Reality of God’s Plan for Your Life”
Psalm 31:1-5, 19-24, Matthew 7:21-29
Reception of New Members

10:15 Youth Group (Rm 7)
11:30 a.m. CE (Fireside Room)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, June 8
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (FR)
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“I’'m Just a People Trying to Become a Person ”
Psalm 33:1-12, Romans 4:13-25, Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
Installation of New Elders
Installation of Presbyterian Women Officers

10:15 Youth Group (Room 7)
11:30 a.m. Membership Committee (Ch Office)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, June 15
Father's Day

9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (FR)
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“Servants Entrance”
Psalm 100, Matthew 9:35-10:8

10:15 Youth Group (Room 7)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, June 22
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (FR)
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“Will You Love Him Despite the Cost?”
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17, Matthew 10:24-39

10:15 Youth Group (Room 7)
Noon Annual CHURCH PICNIC (@ Clark Reg. Park)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)

Sunday, June 29
9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study (FR)
10:00 am Worship and Sunday School
“The Greater the Good, the Greater the Sacrifice”
Genesis 22:1-14, Romans 6:12-23

10:15 Youth Group (Room 7)
6:00 p.m. Young Adult Fellowship (Room 7)




(Cont from page 1)

Excellence. Churches with sloppy
facilities and slipshod services radi-
ate a sense of laziness and general
lack of concern. This dishonors
God. You don’t have to get carried
away with perfectionism, but be on
the lookout for areas where a lack of
attention to detail might reflect
poorly on your commitment to honor
God. Do you strive for excellence in
your ministry?

Faith. Has our church ever tried
something so big that it would fail if
God were not in it? If God has
placed a dream in your heart for our
church, share it with church leaders
and trust God for direction and pro-
vision. How have we risked? How
has God provided?

Harmony. God doesn’t bless bicker-
ing churches. Division may result
when one group wants to be crea-
tive in a way that offends others. If
we discern this happening here, we
must question whether innovation is
worth a rift of fellowship. Do you
spend time building relationships
that bring people together?

Participation. Does CPCLM equip
its members to do real work, or do
church leaders jealously hold on to
ministry opportunities? Church
should be a place of active involve-
ment, not a haven for spectators. In
what ways are you actively involved
in ministry?

Fellowship. Vibrant congregations
provide a place where believers can
continually practice love toward one
another. Is our church the primary
place where members can experi-
ence God’s love? In what ways
have you experienced the healing
love of Jesus Christ? How do you
share that love with others?

Stewardship. A healthy church
knows how to give generously, and
teaches the importance of using
God’s resources in a manner that
best serves God. Are you a faithful
steward?

Evangelism. The vitality of a
church hinges on whether it treats
the Great Commission (Matthew
28:16-20) with a sense of urgency.
To prosper, churches must evan-
gelize at every opportunity. How
does your lifestyle bear witness to
Jesus Christ as you live and minis-
ter in our contemporary culture?

Has your thinking been stimulated?
| pray so!
Bless your heart,

Bob

Presbyterian Women
Reorganize for A Trial Year

At the April meeting of the Coordinating
Team, a motion was made and passed
to change the order of PW for a one-year
trial.

Some of our traditions will not change at
all. In September, Circles will continue
to meet monthly using the Horizons Bible
Study on Luke. Horizons magazine and
the Mission Year Book of Prayer will be
used. The Mission Projects Committee
will continue as in the past and meet at
their convenience. Members will pledge
toward our approved Goals for Giving,
and Mission contributions will be sent
through the Los Ranchos Presbytery PW
as requested.

Some things will change a little. There
will be Salad Bar Luncheons in June
and December planned by a Program
Committee comprised of one person
from each Circle.

A smaller, elected Coordinating Team
will govern PW. The new CT will meet at
their convenience, perhaps on a week-
end, and only when necessary.

The Recorder will make monthly reports
to Circle Chairpersons who will then

pass it on to their members. Reports will

include any information from Presbytery,

Synod and GA received by the Coordina-
tor.

The Slate of Officers which was
elected at May Circle meetings will be
installed during the worship service on
June 8.

Presbyterian Women
Spring Gathering

Salad Bar Luncheon

Saturday, June 14
11:30 am in Jenks Hall
Entertainment by

“4-15” Barbershop Quartet
Sign up Sundays June 1 and 8
Bring your favorite salad to share
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Women’s Fellowship of
Fullerton PC
invites you to their retreat
"The Good Shepherd
And His Sheep"”
program and pot luck luncheon
Saturday, June 28
9 am —2 pm in Jenks Hall Speaker:
Vicki Caldwell
Reservations due June 15. Regis-
tration Information is available in
our church office.

PW Circles Meet in June

All women of the church are welcome
to attend any meeting of PW Circles.

Joy Circle

Monday, June 2 at 7 pm
at the home of Diane Miller

Mary Martha
Thursday, June 5 at 9:30 pm (JH)
Morning Glory
Tues., June 17 at 9:30 am (JH)
Faithweavers
Tuesday, June 24 at 7 pm (FR)
PWCT (Officers)
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Matthew Ordaz, grandson of Joyce and
Fred Pease, will perform as "Buffalo Bill"
in performances of “Annie Get Your Gun”
in June . Ask Joyce for ticket information.

Congratulations to Daniel Wolf, son of
Susan Tripp, who was named “Grissom
Firefighter of the Year”! Dan has worked
at Grissom for 2 years after serving as a
firefighter in the Air Force for 8 years.
“He is an all around good firefighter,
highly trained and very motivated, but
most of all he is friendly and always will-
ing to help anyone,” said John Ireland,
Acting Fire Chief. Dan responded, “It is
easy being good at what you do when
you have a great crew to support you.”

Debra Daly, daughter of Dorothy Ernst
and former member of the Rosecrans
church, who received a Masters of Divin-
ity Degree from San Francisco Theologi-
cal Seminary and the “Seminary Fellow-
ship for 2008” which is given to acknowl-
edge high standard of achievement at
the Seminary. The award, in the amount
of $2500.00, is given for the purpose of
helping with further theological study.

Ryan Daly, grandson of Dorothy Ernst,
received a full scholarship to the Sum-
mer Jazz Camp at the Idyllwild Arts
Academy. Ryan plays trombone in the
Jazz Band at Savanna High School in
Anaheim.

Congratulations to our
2008 GRADUATES

Miles Bruner, grandson of Donna
Theeck, will graduate from Army
R.O.T.C. Leadership Training at Fort
Knox in June. He will return to Whittier
College where he is in his third year of
International Studies. Miles plans on
working in the CIA.

Karen Douglas, daughter of Don and
Nora Douglas, graduates with the Bache-
lor of Science Degree in Biology at Uni-
versity of California at Irvine.

Kristen Riesche graduates from Califor-
nia State University at Sacramento Cum
Laude with a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Biology. Kristen will accept a po-
sition with the Army Corp of Engineers.

Matthew Robertson, son of Cindy Kent,
graduates from California State Univer-

sity at Fullerton with a Masters in Edu-
cation .

Josh Bruner, grandson of Donna
Theeck, graduates from La Mirada
High School. In CIF Finals, Josh re-
ceived the "Most Valuable Swimmer"
award (for the 3rd year!) for his contri-
butions to the LMHS relay team. In the
Fall, Josh will begin studies of Com-
puter and Music at Fullerton Commu-
nity College.

Ryan Daly, grandson of Dorothy
Ernst, graduates from Savanna High
School in Anaheim . Ryan will continue
to pursue music studies, but major in
history or government at UC Santa
Barbara.

Zachary Franck, grandson of Beverly
Franck, graduates from West Covina
High School. He will attend Cal State
University at Fullerton .

Pia T. Mabini, daughter of Onesimo
and Daisy Mabini, graduates from La
Mirada High School. In the Fall, Pia
will enter Cal Sate University at Fuller-
ton to begin working on a Bachelor of
Arts Degree.

Larry Morelock, grandson of Betty
Morelock, graduates from California
High School in Whittier. In the Fall,
Larry will begin studies in International
Affairs at California State University in
Fullerton.

Amanda Pettey, granddaughter of
Dick and Pat Moseley, graduates from
high school. Amanda will enter the Air
Force Academy.

Amanda Theeck, granddaughter of
Donna Theeck, graduates from La
Mirada High School with hon-

ors. Amanda received a scholarship
from Redlands University where she
will begin Liberal Studies with plans on
becoming a teacher. She works part-
time at an equestrian center in Ana-
heim.

Sarah Macias, granddaughter of Judy
and Chuck Roberts graduates from
grade school and will enter high
school.

Mariah Hawkinson, daughter of David
and Susan Hawkinson, graduates from
the fifth grade and will attend Los
Coyotes Middle School.

These are the graduates who were
reported to us before the newsletter

deadline.
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Caring Connections
"Bringing Quality to Life"

This new ministry is exploring the pos-
sibility of putting together a bank of
services for assistance to people in the
congregation who have an occasional
special need. It might be a need for
help with shopping, transportation,
handyman services or any other every-
day task. Working closely with the Dea-
cons of the church, Caring Connec-
tions will provide a central source for
such assistance on a call-in basis.

Need a difficult-to-reach light bulb
changed? A lift to your pharmacy to fill
a prescription? A reference for a de-
pendable plumber? These and many
more services will be provided through
the ministry of Caring Connections.
Simply call the church office at 562-
902-9035 to initiate your request.

If you wish to serve on the Caring Con-
nections committee or have specialized
services to offer others in the congre-
gation, contact Judy Roberts at 562-
693-5031 or on the net at Jud-
Ted@worldnet.att.net




MUSIC NOTES.. P & £

A great big thanks to all who ministered
through music this season! Thank you
to each member of Chancel Chaoir,
Worship Team, Special Music partici-
pants, and Eun Sim Kim. Our prayer is
that God was honored and you were
inspired to love and trust Him more.

Each summer, we invite our congrega-
tion to participate in Special Music.
Please contact Debbie if you are inter-
ested or for more information.

We are so grateful for your kindness,
encouragement, and support, and we
continue to covet your prayers. May
God give us all the grace, energy, and
creativity we need to minister to you,
the Body Of Christ.

In His Service,

Debbie Gault

Director of Music Ministries

Have you experienced

"God's Gift of Music"
in your life outside CPCLM?

As each of us goes
through life, we
periodically encounter
live music. Sometimes this is inten-
tional, such as attending a concert.
Probably more often it is incidental,
such as being in a restaurant where
someone is performing, or encounter-
ing a street musician while walking
along. For example, Susan and | were
walking through Brea Old Town on a
day when the city of Brea had arranged
to have a talented singer/guitarist per-
forming.

At a La Mirada Fourth of July event
there was a young woman who sang
the Star Spangled Banner. At the
"Celebration in the Park" day an instru-
mentalist performed. At the Santa
Monica Third Street Promenade there
was a fabulous musician we listened to
during our lunch.

In each of these cases, the music gave
me a "special feeling" which was calm
and beautiful and inspiring. | felt God
flowing through the musician and into
me. The instrument was incidental. It
was a Gift | appreciated. In each case |
obtained a business card, or wrote
down their contact information. Each of
these people either has or will be one
of our GGM honorees.

We have found that it is BETTER that
you not mention our "God's Gift of Mu-
sic" (GGM) program at the time. Just
send the nomination to me at the con-
tact info below. Several recipients have
told me that the way | present the
NOMINATION is itself a nice compli-
ment to the artist whether or not it
works out for them to visit us and share
their gift.

Any member of our congregation may
make a nomination. As a member of
CPCLM, please consider yourself a,
"Scout for God's Gift of Music." Just
open your ears, your mind and your
heart, and collect data when you see or
hear a Gift.

Send nominations to me by leaving a
phone message or sending a Fax at
714-523-9425, or sending email to
RTripp@AnimalBehavior.Net

June Prayr

Rolan Tripp

Email Prayer Chain

If you would like to be a participant
in our email prayer chain, please be
sure to give your correct address to
Donna Theeck at dtheeck@att.net.

Please remember to keep Donna
informed when you change your
email address.




